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 Join us for our holiday celebration reinvented!  This year Lorenzo State Historic Site and our intrepid 
decorators will be moving our annual holiday celebration outdoors.  With support from the Friends of Lorenzo, 
we will be lighting and decorating in the Dark Aisle! Over the past year fourteen new evergreens, courtesy of 
the Syracuse Garden Club, have been introduced into the Dark Aisle tree line surrounding the garden and they 
are perfect for decorating.  Stop by to walk through this free, family (and pet) friendly display on your own!  To 
enter, follow the path from the first lit tree that is visible from the parking lot. 

Dates: Saturday, December 12 through Sunday, December 27, 2020
Times: 8:00am until 7:00pm each day
Admission: Free 
Note: Masks required when social distancing is not possible.  Please visit in small groups to avoid overcrowding. 

Christmas at Lorenzo Themes of the Past
Since the early 1970s Christmas at Lorenzo has been a cherished tradition, where staff, volunteers, and 
Friends members decorate the mansion for the enjoyment of all.  Beginning in the late 1990s themes were 
introduced to the celebration to tell a new story each year.  Here is a recap of the past themes:

1986 – The Dear Old Tree

1995 – A Night Before Christmas

1997 – An Angelic Host

1998 – 25 Years Anniversary

2000 – Visions of Sugarplums

2002 – Trains

2003 – Snow Balls and Sleigh Belles

2004 – Mother Goose

2006 – The Roaring Twenties

2007 – 35 Years – A Retrospective Christmas

2009 – Christmas Carols

2011 – O Christmas Tree

2012 – All Creatures Great and Small

2013 – Christmas Around the World

2014 – Birds of a Feather

2015 – Nutcracker

2016 – Dreaming of a White Christmas

2017 – Gilded Glamour

2018 – Musical Merriment

2019 – Candyland Christmas
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 Gathering at our beautiful mansion has always been a treasured part of the calendar year here in 
Cazenovia.  From the magnificent blooming gardens, to the changing leaves at Community Day, all the 
way to the glistening lights at Christmas, Lorenzo always finds a way to entertain.  While 2020 was not the 
year we could have imagined, we all did our part as a community to come together and make the best of 
everything we possibly could.  
 While the Friends of Lorenzo could not have any of our traditional events this year, we were able to 
host a very successful Drive-In Movie night, right on the front lawn!  We showed “Back to the Future” which 
was a hit with all generations.  There were food trucks for everyone to enjoy dinner, snacks, ice-cream, and 

of course popcorn!  Around 90 cars and 300 people (all socially 
distanced!) enjoyed the picture perfect night.
 As we are nearing the end of this unprecedented year it has 
become obvious that we cannot hold our traditional Christmas 
Celebration at the mansion, but how could we let Christmas pass 
by?  We just couldn’t!  Thanks to Lorenzo staff and a group of our 
talented decorators, The Dark Aisle will not be dark this Christmas!  
Our friends at the Syracuse Garden Club generously planted 14 new 
trees in the Dark Aisle this summer which are the perfect canvasses 
for our decorators to showcase their creativity.  

 I am happy to announce that the decorations will move outside and all are invited to see the “Dark 
Aisle Illuminated for the Holidays” which will be open free from December 12th – December 27th.  In 
conjunction with this we are working on a special “Lorenzo Holiday Menu” at The Lincklaen House for 
take-out or dine-in, with a 
designated amount of proceeds 
going to The Friends of 
Lorenzo.  Details will be posted 
on www.friendsoflorenzo.org.  
 I would like to 
personally thank the Friends 
of Lorenzo Board, the staff at 
Lorenzo, and the Cazenovia 
community for all the continued 
support this year.  Please 
consider renewing your 
membership or becoming 
a first-time member of the 
Friends of Lorenzo to keep 
the wonderful tradition going. 
Cheers to a strong, successful, 
and healthy 2021!

From The President
Kathleen Conway Hoak
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From the Historic Site Manager
By Michael Roets

 I am happy to report that while the indoor spaces at Lorenzo 
remained closed this season our historic grounds were well used and 
very appreciated by those seeking safe outdoor refuge.  Our historic 
landscape tours were a hit and the Lorenzo staff did an excellent job 
keeping the grounds looking immaculate.  Thank you to the Friends of 
Lorenzo for another year supporting the care and maintenance of the 
1914 Ellen Biddle Shipman formal garden so that visitors could fully 
enjoy its spring to fall color during these uncertain times.
 As we moved into fall our minds have been preoccupied 
with the recent election which inspired us to explore our collections 
and present to you some of the politics of Lorenzo’s past.  Most 
prominent are items associated with Charles Fairchild’s political career 
which culminated with his service in the cabinet of President Grover 
Cleveland.  Additionally, we uncovered an election ribbon and coin that 
were both for losing presidential campaigns.  Finally, we examined 
numerous anti-suffrage objects and documents which illustrate that 
the right to vote for women wasn’t given easily and that the Suffragists 
fought long and hard for the ratification of the 19th Amendment.  
 As we begin to plan for the holidays I am sad to say that we 
cannot do our traditional “Christmas at Lorenzo” event with guest 
decorators, musicians, and sleigh rides, but with the help of some of 
our decorators and the Friends of Lorenzo Board we will be offering 
an outdoor alternative so we hope that you will stop by and see our 
illuminated Dark Aisle.

Friends of Lorenzo
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Editorial/Production/Design
Michael Roets
Jackie Roshia
Kerry Woolbert
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Michael Roets
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Secretary: Erin Dewan
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Jaime Colvin
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Betsy Grace
Vicki Grimes
Jen Hughes
Amy Marchbanks
Mark Musell
Lisa Smith
Karinda Trowbridge
McEwan van der Mandele
Kerry Woolbert

Honorary
Robert Hiltbrand
 Regional Director
 NYSOPRHP Central Region
Nancy Weiskotten

Friends of Lorenzo
P.O. Box 4
Cazenovia, NY 13035
www.friendsoflorenzo.org

For site information, 
please call: (315) 655-3200

President Grover 
Cleveland, far left, 
with members 
of his 1880’s 
cabinet. Lorenzo 
resident  Charles 
Fairchild is seated 
next to him. 
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100 Years of Votes for Women: A Look at the Opposition 
By Jackie Roshia, Interpretive Programs Assistant

 Women have not always had the right 
to vote in the United States.  After decades of 
organizing, petitions, rallies and protests, with 
organizations forming on both sides of the debate, 
women won the right to vote one hundred years 
ago, when the 19th amendment to the U.S. 
constitution was ratified on August 18, 1920.  Both 

women and men took stands on the sides of suffrage and anti-suffrage.
 The common view of men and women having separate roles in society remained strong well into 
the 1900s.  It was thought that the personalities of men were best suited to business, politics and war; 
while women cared for the family and home, which would likely be eroded if she were overburdened 
with the responsibility of the vote. The reality was that at home women were under the complete 
authority of their husbands, with little legal recourse to leave 
even an abusive marriage.  In the workplace they faced 
sexual harassment, low wages and poor working conditions.  
Suffragists saw the vote as opening an avenue to change laws 
and gain equality.
 From our perspective today, it can be difficult to believe 
that women participated in the anti-suffrage movement.  But 
many of the organizations formed against the push for women 
suffrage were led by women.  Surprisingly many of these 
women were activists in charitable, educational, or religious 
organizations, but felt that being politically active would hinder 
their causes.  At Lorenzo, owners Helen Lincklaen Fairchild 
and Jane Ledyard Remington, along with their husbands, 
participated in the anti-suffrage movement.  Helen Fairchild 
served as president of the New York organization and Charles 
for the National Anti-Suffrage Association.  All four were 
leaders in the Cazenovia movement.
 In New York State women won the vote on November 
6, 1917. As more and more states gave women the right to 
vote, men moved to the forefront of the anti-suffrage movement 
and re-organized at a national level.  The anti-suffrage women 
now felt it was their civic duty to vote and used it to try to 
reverse women suffrage laws.  The Woman Patriot, a national 
anti-suffrage publication, featured an article discussing “The 
Cazenovia Idea” on July 13, 1918. It reported that when the 
mayor of Cazenovia came out in favor of women suffrage, the 
“antis” registered as many women voters as possible and voted him out of office.  The article goes on 
to speculate that this could happen throughout New York State, as the “antis” held that the majority of 
women did not want the vote.
 Lorenzo’s historic collections contain anti-suffrage pennants, handbills, books, pamphlets and 
more belonging to the Fairchilds and Remingtons.

1915 Sheet Music

1912 Cazenovia Meeting Poster
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From the Collections: The Politics of Lorenzo
By Jackie Roshia, Interpretive Programs Assistant

Commemorative coin of Henry Clay’s 1844 bid for the Presidency.  
Clay was the leader of the Whigs, a political party formed in 1834 
in opposition to President Andrew Jackson and the Jacksonian 
Democrats.  The name, taken from an English anti-monarchist party, 
was an attempt to characterize Jackson as “King Andrew”.  The Whigs 
supported high tariffs, and relief legislation during periods of financial 
crisis.  They had many abolitionist members, as Jackson was pro-
slavery.  By the 1850s this issue proved to be the end of the Whigs, 
with anti-slavery members founding the Republican Party in 1854.  

Lorenzo owner, Ledyard Lincklaen, was active in the Whig Party, 
nominated to run for New York State Senate in 1849, he lost by only 
101 votes out of 6625 cast.

Campaign ribbon for Horatio Seymour’s bid for the presidency in 1868.  Brother of 
Lorenzo owner, Helen Clarissa Seymour Lincklaen, he was born in Pompey Hill.  
Seymour served as governor of New York from 1853-1854 and 1863-1864.  Prior 
to the Civil War he supported a compromise to preserve the union and avoid war.  
Although he backed the Union cause, he opposed President Lincoln’s emancipation 
policy and draft laws.  His sympathy for participants in the 1863 New York City draft 
riots is thought to have cost him re-election.  

In 1868 Seymour accepted the Democratic nomination to run for president against 
Ulysses S. Grant.  His running mate was Francis P. Blair, Jr. of Missouri.  This was 
the first presidential election after the Civil War and the first that allowed African 
American men from the reconstructed southern states to vote.  The Democratic 
election motto was “This is a White Man’s Country; Let White Men Rule.”  Seymour 
received 47% of the popular vote, and only 80 of the 294 electoral votes.

A print of President Grover Cleveland was 
recently discovered in Lorenzo’s archive.  
President Stephen Grover Cleveland was 
raised in Fayetteville, New York. Cleveland 
served as Governor of New York and 
was the first Democrat elected president 
after the Civil War.  He was fiscally 
conservative, opposed high tariffs, and 
vetoed bills that he considered favors for 
economic groups, such veterans pension 
and aid for drought-stricken farmers.  He 
is the only president to serve two, non-
consecutive terms, 1885-1889 and 1893-
1897; and the only to marry while in office. 
Lorenzo resident Charles S. Fairchild 
served as secretary of the treasury during 
President Cleveland’s first term.
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From the Desk of the Rippleton School Marm 
By Alison Boissonnas

 Rippleton Schoolhouse 
at Lorenzo stood eerily quiet this 
summer.  Instead of being full of 
bustling children experiencing 
1880s school-life, the building 
sat empty, much as it must have 
for over 60 years between its 
closure as a school in 1931 and 
its relocation and restoration in 
1997. After spending last spring 
shadowing our much loved and 
newly retired school mistress, 
Barbara Cook, I envisioned a 
much different first season. I 
was looking forward to greeting 
new classes as School Mistress 
Mattie Buckland but, like 
everyone else, I needed 
to quickly reorganize 
my expectations. Slates 
remain neatly stacked on 
the shelf, the chalkboard 
is bare, and the organ’s lid 
is tightly closed. Instead of 
learning to walk on stilts in 
lace-up boots, practicing 
Spencerian penmanship, 
or figuring out how to 
stay cool in a bustle and 
corset, I spent much of 
the summer learning 
about Cazenovia’s early 
schoolhouses. (Some of 
the results of this research will be 
available in a driving tour soon.)
 Many of Cazenovia’s 
early settlers considered 
public education imperative for 
developing intellectual and moral 
fortitude. They were committed to 
creating an educated electorate 
capable of sustaining the nascent 
American Republic. We have 
record of there being a school 
in Cazenovia by 1798, just 6 
years after John Lincklaen first 
imagined a settlement! By 1805, 

the Cazenovia School District 
was established. In 1814 fifteen 
districts were formed, each with 
its own schoolhouse and trustees, 
growing to 22 districts by 1875. 
Consolidation began in the 1920s 
and was complete in 1982 when the 
New Woodstock school closed its 
doors. At that point all 22 districts 
had merged into the Cazenovia 
Central School District that we know 
today.
 In decades past, the public-
school year revolved around an 
agricultural calendar. Fall term 
began after harvest and spring term 

ended before planting began. Later 
a winter term was added. Early 
teachers were often men, especially 
during the winter term when most 
students were at school. Trustees 
assumed men could better handle 
unruly students. Women who did 
teach were paid about half that 
of their male counterparts, and 
districts soon found employing 
women was economical. Eventually, 
most schools were taught by young 
unmarried women. Rippleton’s own 
Miss Martha “Mattie” Buckland 

came to teach at the District #7 
schoolhouse in 1885 as a 25-year-
old graduate of Oswego Normal 
School. She stayed for two years 
before getting married and moving 
West.
 Before 1867 New York 
public schools were partially paid 
for by state and local funds but 
families were expected to pay 
some tuition. This meant school 
was unattainable for some local 
children. If public or private school 
was not an option, children learned 
at home through formal instruction 
or through the experience of living 

and working beside family 
members. Educating 
young people in Cazenovia 
has never been simple. 
Families have had to adjust 
to monumental changes 
in the past 200 years; 
unfathomable advances 
in technology, devastating 
wars, economic 
depressions, unpredictable 
weather, redistricting 
and consolidation, 
changing populations 
and regulations, and 59 
presidential elections! 
Whether huddled around a 

coal stove learning by candlelight, 
practicing the “three R’s” while 
on a hay wagon, or sitting in a 
modern home learning online, 
our determination to prepare 
successive generations for their 
future has not wavered. Here’s to 
families, teachers, and students 
who are writing the latest chapter 
in the ongoing saga of education in 
Cazenovia.
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2020 FRIENDS OF LORENZO MEMBERSHIP
Our Board of Directors thanks you for your generous support!

Charles Amos Russell & Lisa Brownback Mary Damon Bob & Joan DiFulgentiz
BENEFACTORS

Shere Abbott & Jim Steinberg
Tom Anderson & Marc Schappell
Gail Azeredo-Woods
Jim & Kathy Burns
Eric Burrell, Pro-Tel Properties, LLC
Eric & Leanne Burrell

Richard K & Diane Clark
Joseph and Ann Gibson
Betsy and Charles Grace
Jonathan Hancock
Sarah & Baird Hansen
Dorothy Hauk

Richard & Katherine Huftalen
The Lincklaen House
Bob and Zalie Linn
Patricia & Don MacNaughton
Ann M. Marshall
Wallace & Gayonne McDonald

Mark Musell
Anne Redfern & Graham Egerton
Erick & Kate Schwartz
Richard Sheridan

SUSTAINERS

Kristi Andersen
James M. & Nancy Asher
Ted & Barb Bartlett
Roger & Barbara Cook
Paul & Cynthia Curtin
Carlos & Jennifer Gavilondo

Kathleen Conway Hoak
Michael & Jessica Johnson
Richard W. Ledyard
Tod & Shannon Leggat Jr.
Rick & Karen Lounsbury
Halley MacNaughton

Gordon & Mary Louise Moore
Gerald and Susan Rasmussen
David A.A. & Nancy Ridings
Robert & Cherry Ridler
George and Jean Roets
Helen Stacy

Norman Webber
Barbara & Steffen Wolff
Doug & Kerry Woolbert

SUPPORTERS

Richard & Marilyn Alberding
Rob and Elizabeth Aronson
Leigh & Susan Baldwin
Ann Baroody
David & Dorri Beam
Bear Paw Printing, LLC
Andrea & Adam Berg
Steve & Diane Burrell
John & Katie Cannizzaro
Cazenovia Garden Club
Barbara & Tom Clarke
Community Bank NA
Sharon Cooney
Joseph & Beth Duffy

Nelson & Renee Eddy
Peter Fauth, DMD Cazenovia Dental
Jake & Maggie Feldmeier
Robert & Julianne Frazee
The Granger Homestead Society, Inc.
Kimberly Gunther
Mrs. Stewart Hancock
Jonathan Holstein
David & Ursula Hutton
James & Renee Joseph
Sandra & Peter Kane
Lisa & Patrick Kelleher
Thomas & Mary Kolodziej
Kathy & Alan Kostrubanic

John & Valerie Ledyard
Eugene & Christine Lozner
James E. Mackin
Dena and Gary Mason
Timothy & Cynthia McCall
Rod & Jana McDonald
Gerald & Ann Mehlbaum 
John and Jill Melvin
Gail Mitchell 
Anna Marie Neuland
Mary Pat Oliker
Pelco Component Technologies
Bernard Peterson and Caroline Cargo
Gerald & Susan Rasmussen 

Ray & Jill Ryan
Robert & Toni Salisbury
James & Lisa Sasser
Kaleen Sessler
Suzanne A Snyder
Dorothea Theodore
Eleanor Theodore
John & Susan Voss
Sarah Webster
William & Deborah Wester
Larry & Glenda Wetzel
Nancy Whiting

ADVOCATES

Charles & Marie Albee
Susan K. Anthony
Marion Barbero
Helen Beale
Andy & Pam Blom-Swatkovsky
Paige Brodock
Eric & Jonna Brown
Bill & Beth Carroll 
Vel Chesser & Emil Kutsera
John & Wendy Comeau
Dixie & George Conway
Joan Danehy
Christine Dascher
William DeVona 
Don & Anne Doherty
Mary M. Duffin
Beatrice Eberst
Robert & Mary Eckel
Robin & Pamela Ellis
Hugh & Karen Emory
John & Anne Endries
Deborah Fallon
Jonathan & Maureen Fellows
Anne B. Ferguson
James & Casey Frazee
Christina Frega
Kristen Gale
Patricia Garay
David & Sharon Gerber
Jimmy & Janine Golub

June Haley
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Hall
Beverly Harlow
Madeleine Hartt
James & Marta Henderson
Carolyn Holmes
Kevin and Christy Hopper
Joyce Hunter
Richard & Marilyn Husted
Mark & Chris Jenner
Kelli and Andy Johnson
Sandra and Eugene Kaplan
Anne King
Marie Knapp
Fritz & Elizabeth Koennecke 
Marjorie Laidman
Matt and Tricia Larkin
Judy Larter
Bryan W. Ledyard
Stephen R. Ledyard
Thomas A. Ledyard
Thomas & Robbie Lewis
Susan Light-Olson
John & Meredith Limmer
Barbara Lindberg
Nancy & Lawrence Loffredo
Lee Macbeth
Tracy M. MacKinnon
Norma C. Maddy
Cynthia A Majka

Matt and Amy Marchbanks
Pam & Art Mathews
Patrick & Barbara McCall
Tim & Deanna McCay
Paul & Tina McMurtrie
Gail Meagher
Beverly Merola
Anne and Steve Miller
Andy & Jane Mistur
Richard & Maureen Mitchell
Elizabeth Moore & David Porter
Susan Moran
Nancy Morse
Janet Munro
John & Joan Nicholson
Robert and Teresa Parke
James Perry
James & Toloa Perry
Phyllis E. Petersen
MaryLou Philips
Scott & Maureen Phillips
Howard & Ann Port
Beth Race
Gerard & Georgeann Redmond
John & Abbie Redmond
Barbara Richardson
Jack Rooney & Ann Cross
Diane Ryan
Susan Salerno
Roger & Anne Saltman

Ron & Donna Scammell
Scott & Nancy Sellers
Donna Shaffer
Jeff & Alexandra Shaw
Samuel & Julia Shotzberger
Sharye Skinner
Ralph & Chris Smith
Terry & Linda Smith
Jud & Donna Staller
Don and Charleen Stehle
Jane Stevens-Denny & Arlen Denny
Calixto & Robin Suarez
Beth & Will Sullivan
Cindy Sutton
Brenda Switzer-Maier
Thomas L. Talbot, III
Wendy Taylor
Jack & Lee Tedeschi
Mary Thompson
Mary B. Thompson
Marjorie Wason Tormey
Karinda Trowbridge
David Vredenburgh & Betsy Kennedy
Martha Wason
Diane Webb
Nancy & Paul Weiskotten
Carla Zimmerman and Scott Edison

FRIENDS

LIFETIME MEMBERS
Ulysses Dietz
Susan & Russell Grills

Mary Schwarzer Hampton
Elaine & Robert Horstmyer

Janet & Fritz Koennecke
Dr. Thomas Kozlowski

Rev. Margaret Schwarzer
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Stearns



Friends of Lorenzo Membership Form
Please make your check payable to “The Friends of Lorenzo” and mail this form to: 

The Friends of Lorenzo, Attn: Membership, P.O. Box 4, Cazenovia NY 13035
Visit our website: www.FriendsofLorenzo.org for online payment options 

Name:     ________________________________________________________________________________________

Address:  ________________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: ___________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone: _____________________________ Email: __________________________________________________

      Individual Categories: 

  ____Friend ($50)   ____Advocate ($100)   ____Supporter ($150)   ____Sustainer ($250)   ____Benefactor ($500+)

Business Categories:

  ____Bronze ($100)  ____Silver ($250)  ____ Gold($500)  ____Platinum($1000+)
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Cazenovia NY 13035
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